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1"REN quang dwong vé Fiedler va Leamas ngoi yén
ling teén xe. Trong béng hoang hén mo 3i, cic ngon
d8i iréng den thim va diy hang hilc, bai ngon dén pha
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nhw chen lan véi béng 16i moi lic mdt lan tran, trong ya

hd &uli dén ctta nhirng chifc tau & xa 1it ngoai khoi.

Fiedler ngirng xe trong mdt cai chai nhé bén hény
nha va ho cung di by dén cira trwée. Ho sip vio nha
thi nghe wot tiéng goi tir phia ring cly, theo sau IA tidag
ngudi kéu 1én Fiedler, Ho quay lai va Leamas nhin ra
trong b6ng 10i nha nhem ba ngwoi ding & cach xe c’m}ng
bai chyc thwée ¢6 vé dang dgi Fiedler. Fiedler ben hai :

— Cic aph muin gi ? -

— Ching 161 mu8n ndi chuyén véi ong. Chung 18i
tir Balinh téi,

Fiedler ngip ngirng hoi Leamas :

— Tén gic miec dieh ddu réi ? Phai ¢ mét dira
& cira trwde chit. 4

[eamas chi nhin vai. Fiedler lai héi :

— Sao den trong nha trwdc khong bat léa ?

Roi y di tir tir lai phia may ngudi dim dng.

Leamas dgi mit chit, roi, vi khong nghe thay wvi,
ching di lan vio ciin nha t5i om dé dén diy nha phy
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phia saa. Pdy la mot cdi léu Bi tan kidu trai lioh, nin
sau ngdi nha chivh, t¢ phia 1A ohitng khodng dit troog
thoog non, Cin [Eu chia lam ba phing ngd thong véi
nhau va khing <6 hanh lang. Phdng & gira di dwoe
danh cho hai tén gAc, Leamas kbong h% bi€t ai & cin
thé ba. Pi ¢d lin ching 8 mé& cinh cia thdng tir phing
chang eang phong d6 nhwng cira khéa. Ching chi khim
phd ra déla mdt phong ngl bing cich nhin qua mét khe
hé noi tdim man cira nhdn mot budi edng sém di doo.
Hai tén gidc theong di theo chang cach khodng nim
mwoi thude, e dé di kbéng di voag cin IEu, va
chang vhin vao cira s6. Cin phdng c6 mt cdi givdug
chiéc da dwgc don sin, va mt cdi bin viet nho ¢4 gidly
bit trén mit. Chang dodn rdog c6 ai dd, voi cdi tinh ky.
luong cha ngwdi Piéc dd canh chirng ching tir bén trong
phong. Nhung Leamas Ja mot con ché gia rdi, ddu d8 bj
phidn b&i sy theo doi. O Bi Linh d6 da la mot sy kido
thye 1€ cha ddi slog — o€u minh khong phat gidc duge
thi cang (¢ hon nda: 06 ¢é nghia la ching ciin thin hon
hojc 1a winh lo 1a. Thudog thi boi vi chang gidi cai
nghé dd, b&i vi chang cé 6c quan sit va tri ohé 6t —
b&i vi 16m lai ching lam vigc gidi 1thé nio ching ciing
khém pha ra. Chang biét vhirng d6i hich ma ben theo
ddi hay dung chang biét cdc mdnh khée, cic nhwge ditm
cde lie ¢4 thé cho ching roi. BSL véi chang bi caoh
chirng 1a mdt chuyén khong ddog gi, shung khi chang burdc
qua dopn. dwdrmg tir ngdi nha sang cin léu va dirng trong
phong ngi cla bon géc, chang ¢6 mdt cim gide rd rét la
¢ g1 khéng On. |
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Céc ngon dén trong lEu dwgc ditu ddpg tir mot ooi
pio khéng 16- Ching dugc mpt ban tay vé hinh bit va
tit. Vio budi sévg ching thatrog bi diph thiéc bdi 4nh
edng chéi 1da bit thin cfia ngop déu duy ohét trén trin
phong. Budi 18i chaog thwowvg bi héi thic lén giwong
pgl vi dén gir la dén 181, Khi ching vio [Eu, méi
c6 9 gir \A dén @3 tit. Thuong thi dép sdng cho tdi
11 ¢i¥, vhupg biy gidr 1hi dén 13t va cdc 1¥m Liép cira 5O
cing da dugc ha xudng, Chang da @8 ngd cinh cira
théog thwong véi ngdi nha chivh 38 énh sing m& wvhat
tir 86 chi€u 1éi phang bon géc, nhwng chang chi 6 thd
thiy dugc hai céi givtrog tréng. Trong lic ching nhin
vao phong, ngac ohién vi thiy né tiéng trom, céph cira
sav lung ¢ mot tiéng lich edch hodc ti€ng chin ngudi.
P81 v6i Laemas ban ning bat thian caoh gide, nhu
1hé khéng kbac ldn ghi 8m trén phim nhya dd ngirng lai.
R8i chang ngti thdv mui khéi xi ga. Khéi hén d@ vwong
trong khong kbi (¥ trweéc nbung dén gi» ching méi nhin
thay Nhu mot ogudi mi, xiic gidc va khia g:ac cta chang
sac bén hon 1rong béog 18i.

Cé bhop quet trong tiii nbung chang khong ding.
Chirg buwéc sang bén caph, dp lung vao tu-o'ng va gifr
bat déng, BO6i v4i Leamas chi ¢ mdt 18i gidi thich —
cbing dung doiching vé vi 1h& chine quyét dinh dio
nguyén fai chd. R®i fir phia bgdi nba chin noi chang
di di qua chot c6 tiéng chén. C4 ai xoay thi qua pim
cinh c¥a vira déng ban pdy va khéa lai. Leamas vép
khong dérg day. Cbva dén léc. KLong cdn pghi ‘ngdr gi
oira: chang 1d mft 1én.1d trong cén Ku, Rit cham Leamas



NGUOT TU MIEN PAT LANH 213

ngdi chdm hOm xudng, tay thoc vao tdi do vét. Chang that
biph tinh, gin nbu thwr thé) vi eip dwgc hanh dong,
a buog tém tri dang ohé lai chuyén 43 qua. ‘Anh gin ohw
luén. luon ¢6 mor vii kbhi : mot cdi gat tan thudc, vai
ddng titn, cdy bt méy — bt c& gi dém holic chir duges,
P la chim pgdén cha anh ching trung s1 nhd ngudn dé
tich & cén nba gin Oxford hdi chién traph, ‘Birng bae
gitr dung hai tay mdt lic, di ¢6 mdt con dao, cdy giy
hay kb3u sing, d& tay tréi te do, va gif né ngeng bung.
Néu khérg fim thdy gi ding d& dénh, hay xde tay, ngén
cii gdng cing lai». Cim hop quet trong 1ong bin tay phai,
cheing xoay doe va bép nit né sso cho canb sic nhon
cBa hop quet thod 1a giira cdc k& ngén tay. Poan ching
nhich npudri di sit canh ivdrng cho dén khi piip mjt.céi
gh€é ma ching bi€t né & géc phonp. Bay gid thi bat chép
ti€ng o, chimg x6 cai ghé ra giira phong, Vira lhi lai, vira
d¢m &8 bwée, ching déng & gic hai bic trdng. Lic d6
ching nghe cénh cda phorg gl cls chang bat tung re.
Chabg 8 oh§n 16 cdi hinh nguwdi chic phdi ding &
ngudng cira nhupg pgay 2 tir phia phong chang ciing
khdng cé dnh sing. Béng 15i that diy ddc. Chawvg khong
dim tiép téi 48 18n cdog. vi cai ghe Mie pay dang ndm
gitra phéng. Né la lgi d¥m chifn thvat cha chang, wi
¢hing biét ué vim d8v cdon chéng thi khéng. Ching &
phdi tifn lgi ching, ohat dinh nbw thé; chang khovg thd
3¢ c(hing doi dén khi bon ting vién phia rgoai tim dém
chd bgt dién va vin den lén. Ching 1t lén bing ti€ng
Pive
-~ Nao, nhio t&i di, bon khdn kiép, Tao & day ndy,
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troog goc. Téi duy bit tao di, xem the cd oo khong ?

Khoog c6 moét cor dong, khong ¢6 mét dm thanh.

— Tao ddy aay, bon may khong thdy dwoc sao?
Chuyén gi thé ? Chuyén gi viy cic con, t#i di xem thir cé
ndi khoog 2 .

Roi chang nghe mot tieng chdn bwée toi, va mot
bude khic theo san, k& d6 la tiéng chiri the caa mit ga
dan 6ng vip phai céi ghé, vi d6 la ddu higu Leamas dang
chtr doi. Licug bép quet di, chang tir tir va chin than bd
{di trng bude, tay trai gio ra nhe mét ngudi gio tay
gat cac caph cily ohd trong rirng, d&€n khi chang cham
rat nhe viao mot cdnh tay va cdm thily 16p vai #m nham
vhiam cha mjt bd quin phuc. Ciing vin voi ban 1ay trii,
Leamas vO vao cAnh tay do hai lin — hai cadi vo 6 rét —
va nghe mdt giong so hdi thi thim bén tay bing tiéng
P ¢ ‘

— Hans ddy phai khong ?

— Cam di thing ogu.

Laemae khé dép lai, va cung lic dé thi tay 1di nim
tdc ga dan Oog. kéo ddu chii xu8ng vé phia trwge, roi
véi mot ci chiit khing khi€p chang xody canh ban tay phai
vao giy y, lien d6 lai ding tay kéo y diy, ddnk vao hong
y véi mot cii thoc tay ngwoc lgn trén, rdi thi ra cho y
ngd xudng theo trong lye. Khi thin minh y virs dung mit
son thi den bit sang. '

Noi ngugng cira Ia mot Bai Uy cdn trd thupe Lue
Largng Canh Sat Nhan Dan Bic. Y dang hat xi ga,
va ddng sau y la hui ga dan 6ng. Mot mic thebng phuc cé
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vé rit tré, tay cim mbt khiin sing lyc. Laemas doan 44 13 loai
sing Tiep Khic cé ciin nap dan trén lhrng bany sing. Ho
cuny phin vao gi dno dog ndm trén ean nha. Mot ngwiri nao
d6 w& khéa céoh ctra pgoai va Leamse xoay lai d2 xem
la ai, Khi chéng dsng xosy ngiroi bing cé tiéng aquit —
chic cia vién Pai iy — bao ching ding yén., Chlang L
tir quay lai ohin veo ba ngudi bom ho.

Tay chang vin & hei bén sworn khi ci danh gidng
xudng. Né du&ng nhw dip vun 89 chang. Trong lic ngi
qui, nhe nhang bit tinh, ching ty¢ hdi khéng bict cé
phdi mivh bj dénh béi mot khau sing luc hay khong,
loai eing ¢8 8ifn cé mot cai khoen. trén bang sing noi
ngui ta cit diy deo.

Chang bi dénh thie béi ti€ng mét tén tu hat nghéu
ngao va ti€ng trén géc thét bio y im. Chang mé mit va
ohr mét dnh sang chéi 108, con dau dén bung ra trong
6c. Chang nim im khoog chiv nhim mit, ngim vhing
manh miu edc hoa lén tiwréc mit. Ching & kiem digm
lai than the¢: hai bén thin chang lanh pngit va chang
ngéi thdy mdi hdi chua lom cla quin do nha ta, Tiéog
hit ngirng va Laemas béng mubn né lai ti€p tuc vang
lén du biét khéng theé dwege, Chang dinh gio tay s vao
chd miu déng lai trén md, nhirng tay chang & sau lung bj
khén lgi. Chin chang ciling bi tréi : chdc mdu di ngirog lru
théng nén chan lanh ngit. Mot cdch dau dén chang nhin
quanh ¢§ ngiog ddu lén m@t vai phin khoi san nba,
Chang pgae nhién khi thiy hai dadu gdi minh trwde mit,
Theo ban ning ty nhiéu chang =86 dudi chdn va trong khi
lam th€ ¢ ngwdi ching bi mot con dau dén xdm chiém bt
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ngd va kinh khiing d3u ndi chang gho 18n mt tigng kéu x5t xa
nhir tiéng hét cudi cling clia mdt ngwdri bi tra tdn, Chang ndim
thé déc, ¢ nén cara day, va vi ban tinh wobg nganh, chang
fai ¢§ tir tir dudi chdn ra mdt lin nia. Tic thi coo dau
dén kinh khing trd lai, nhwag ching di tim degc
nguyén do : tay va chan chang bi xi€ng lai v&i nhau diog
sau lrng. Ngay khi chang thk dudi chédn sgi diy rit lai,
khién-vai chang tciu xudng va cdi diu didy thweng tich
cham xu8ng san dd. Chic ching da dach chiang nhir tu
trong khi chang bit tlah, ci ngwdi ching cfug lai va
bim dip, bung dwsi dau nhdi. Chang tw hdi khdag biét
chang da giét tén gic hay khong. Ching hy voog la dd.

Trén d3u chang la mdt béng dén to lén, sing chéi
whir trong mot phdng gidi phau. Khong cé 33 dac, chi
cé twdrng vdi trdng, gdn sat xuag quani, va mit ciab cira
thép son xam, mdét mau xdm than sang trong, th& miu
nguwdri ta thwdng tedng thiy noi cde tda cao dc & Luia-
don. Khong edn gi khac nira, khonc gi hé, khing cé gi
d% nghi ngei. Chi ¢ con dau tan bao. '

Chic chang di nim ddy ba tidng d5ng hi tewde khi
ho dén. Khéoy khi ndng 1&n vi anh d3n ; chang khat nwée
nhwoy khong chiu goi. Cudi cing cira méo vi Mundt xuit
hién. Chang biét 46 1a Mundt ohd ddi méit. Smiley 4 néi
vi chang vé d6i mit cla y.



